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An Evaluation on the Presidential Decree for the Protection of the
Whistle-Blowers Related to Grand Corruption

gl A M(Min, Kyoung Sun)*

ABSTRACT

The national assembly of South Korea enacted the Act for Establishing the Anti-Corruption
Investigative Agency in December 2019, and the interim organization that established the
anti-corruption investigative agency also enacted the Presidential Decree for the Protection of the
Whistle-Blowers Related to Grand Corruption in July 2020. Is the President Decree sufficient for
protecting the whistle-blowers? How could we revise the decree to protect the whistle-blowers related
to grand corruption? To answer these questions, this study examines the decree and other acts related
to, and explores some cases of whistle-blowers protection. The decree has important points for
protecting the whistle-blowers: the omission of written personal information, the protection of
personal safety, the mitigation of culpability, and the payment of rewards. The decree is expected to
play a vital role in protecting insiders. However, this decree has no articles for protecting outsiders:
if the whistle-blowers are not insiders, the decree cannot protect them. This paper argues that, since
there are no reasons for discriminating against outsiders, they should also be protected properly. This
article concludes that, to protect outsiders, the national assembly and the Anti-Corruption Investigative
Agency should revise not only the decree but also the Act for Establishing the Anti-Corruption
Investigative Agency.

Key words: Anti-Corruption Investigative Agency, Insiders, Outsiders, Presidential Decree,
Whistle-Blowers
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