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Legal issues of public interest reporting and reporter protection

X Al w(Jeong, Shin—Gyo)**

ABSTRACT

The protection of reporters is a means to protect the freedom of the press, and the free circulation
of information cannot be expected without the protection of the reporters. In addition, if the
professional duty and conscience of a journalist are presupposed, the protection of reporters should be
guaranteed. Theoretically, the protection of reporters guarantees free press coverage and, along with
the protection of public interest whistle blowers, will serve as the basis for the development of
democracy by monitoring authorities in power and satisfying the people's right to know. In this
regard, the Code of Conduct for Journalism Ethics stipulates that the identity of a reporter should not
be revealed if the safety of the reporter is in danger or there is a risk of being unfairly
disadvantaged. In particular, crime-related reports require very thorough security for the identity of
the informant as there is a possibility of secondary damage to the informant due to the disclosure of
the identity of the informant. In addition, the protection of public interest whistle blowers is protected
by the relevant laws, and there are penalties for violations.

There are also views claiming that the scope of protection of sources is not limited to professional
and professional media organizations and journalists, but rather broad protection in the free press
process. Of course, this will have to be considered more carefully. It would be most effective to take
legal action for the protection of sources. This is because it can guarantee their predictability between
potential informants and media agencies. However, due to the nature of the Korean media, which
shows problems such as abuse of anonymous reporting, sensationalism, and partisanship, it is also
true that the law to protect reporters is sometimes criticized for their right to enjoy privileges. Even
if there is no law on reporters, judicial administration should make efforts to protect reporters
through the freedom of speech guaranteed by the Constitution.

Key words: Public Interest Report, Reporter Protection, Public Interest Whistle blower, Freedom of
the Press, Public Interest Reporter Protection Act
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