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A Study on ‘Main melody” literary policy and ‘Anti-corruption novel’ of China

o] Efl =(Lee, Tae Jun)”

ABSTRACT

Since the launch of China’s Reform and Opening—up policies in 1980, the corruption problem became a
pivotal issue that gained the focus of the contemporary public and was therefore reflected in the literary
works of various artists. These literatures, called the anti—corruption novels, mainly accused the rulers
who utilized their superior positions to pursue private profits in the spread of Mammonism. In addition, the
novels criticized the hideous nature of bureaucracy, the corrupt daily lives of the leaders, and the
irrationality of exchange of finance and authority. Moreover, government employees nefarious inners and
personalities are illustrated in the creations. In other words, the writers initialized to examine the abuse of
political power and illegal activities committed by public officers that led to political corruption.

Obviously, the anti—corruption literature was not established by the spontaneity or genuine conviction of
the writers. This is attributed by the fact that the Chinese society severely controlled the media and the
freedom of press. The Chinese government was soon threatened by the fact that corruption already turned
into a crucial problem which could affect the fatal of the nation and lead to the destruction of the social
system. Thus, it began to take extensive measures, such as rectifying laws and policies and more
importantly, manipulating literature, in order to prevent corruption. Anti—corruption literature thereby
entered the “main melody” literature, representing the mainstream of beliefs and values.

Main melody literature aimed to reveal the major trend, fundamental regulation, and mainstream thought
of social and historical development of the era. After the 1990s, the political literature played a significant
role at satisfying the requirement of the governing class inside the convention set by the ideology of the
rulers. Unlike the suppressing mechanism applied before the Reform and Opening—up polices, the
mechanism in which the producers of these literary creations worked was encouraging. Hence, the
anti—corruption literary was obliged to give priority to describe the ideology of authorities rather than
criticizing the corrupt activities committed in reality. Ignoring the fact that the actual corruption emerged
from the inner part of the organization that owned and practiced public power and forcing the readers to
discover uprightness in communalists, anti—corruption novels sought to cringe to the government power
instead of serving the public or Socialism.

Owing to the appearance of heroes and solving problems, the endings of the novels are always
trenchant. However, the fabrication due to authors’ feeble ideal convictions and the government’s literary
policy concealed and distorted the root of corruption. The imaginary settlements of problems were
completed in disguise and eventually the authors served as pawns that justify the mainstream ideology
under the commands of the nation.

Key words: Anti—corruption novel, Main melody literature, Chinese literary policy, Talks at the Yan'an
Forum on Literature and Art, Zhang—Ping
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