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The Constitutional Status of Public Official

o A ZI(MYUNG JAE JIN)”

ABSTRACT

About the constitutional status of public official says the Art.7 (1) of Korean Constitution that “public
official is servant for all korean people, and takes responsibility for all korean people” and Art. 7(2)
regards the guarantee of social status and political neutrality as core elements of public official system.

The public official must seek public nature and public interest, keep functional control of politician.
They becomes main agents of legalism, who materialize constitutional values and legislation.

The guarantee of social status, political neutrality and performance—related promotion are necessary to
keep Public official system. Inherent obligations are imposed on public officials in the exercise of their
public functions. They include respect for the Constitution, taking interests of state first, political neutrality,
obligation of improving freedom and public welfare, strict integrity and prohibition of position abuse.

The Constitutional Court of Korea has protected the guarantee of social status and political neutrality of
public official, and stressed the importance of welfare system by applying social state principle.

According to defensive democracy must public official have loyalty to the Constitution, especially to free
democratic basic order.

Our public official system should have an adequate remuneration commensurate with their
responsibilities and function by improvement of pension and tailor—made welfare system. Remuneration
should be regarded as a means of achieving desired organizational goals and should be sufficient so as to
ensure that public officials are not put at risk of corruption or engaging in activities incompatible with the
performance of public duties.

Key words: public official system, The guarantee of social status, political neutrality, performance—related
promotion, Obligations of public official
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